


UNAUTHORIZED COPPER 


COINS CIRCULATING IN AMERICA 


The English colonial empire in America had no copper 
coin of its own provided by England and had to rely on such 


English or foreign copper coin as trade would bring in. Under 
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coin, therefore, circulated at such valwes as economic principles 
determined and not for the denomination for 
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The colonies were always in need of small change and 


in 1739 John Read unsuccessfully proposed to the Connecticut 
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Assembly a plan to use the copper mined in Connecticut for eoin- 


bach fore purpose 4, 


ing halfpence and farthings and=thrs Oe ees paper currency 


and pam of 
i satisfy, the public'S needs. 


The copper coins lS and Ireland, 


gevertretess, found their way to America and became the bulk of 


the coppers in tile colonies. Genuine ,coppers of George I were Su hase 


OC ty Saale. 


irpbendsmmiciretend. However, when genuine English copper coins 





joined by both 


of George III were issued during the 1770-1775 period and the 
English law was strengthened as to actual counterfeiting, there 
was a metbertrad tendency for the counterfeit coppers to be shipped 
to America where the English counterfeiting laws were not appli- 
cable. Counterfeit coppers could be sold in trade by English coiners 
to Die vi can merchants at a substantial discount but with profit to 
both. This practice was interrupted by the American Revolution 
when trade between America and the mother country was suspended 
but continued revived at an enormously increased rate promptly 
after the close of the military operationsw.. /7&3. 

The Report of the Grand Committee presented to the Con- 
tinental Congress on May 13, 1785 described conditions in the 
following manner: 


"x # * From the small value of the Several Pieces 
of copper coin, this medium of Exchange has been 
too much neglected. The more valuable metals are 
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daily giving Place to base British half Pence and no 
means are used to prevent the Fraud. This Disease which 
is neglected in the Beginning, because it appears trif- 
ling may finally prove very destructive to commerce. 

It is admitted that Copper may at this Instant be pur- 
chased in America at 1/8 of a Dir the Pound. British 
half Pence made at the Tower are }}8 to the Pound. Those 
manufactured at Birmingham and ship'd in Thousands for 
our Use, are much lighter, and they are of base Metal. 
It can hardly be said that 72 of them are worth a Pound 
of Copper. Hence it will follow, that we give for 
British half Pence about six times their Value. There 
are no Materials from which we can estimate the Weight 
of half Bence that have been imported from Britain 
since the late War. But we have heard of Sundry 
Shipments being ordered, to the nominal amount of 1000 
Guineas, and we are told, that no Packet arrives from 
England by which we are not accommodated with some hundred 
Weight of base Half Pence. It is a very moderate compu- 
lation which States our Loss on the last 12 months, at 
30 Thousand Dollars by the Commerce of vile Coin. The 
whole Expence of a Mint would not have amounted to half 
of that Sum, and the whole Expence of domestic coinage 
would remain in the Country." 


The American public accepted counterfeit copper without 


concern because they wére,unaware of what was counterfeit and 


A 
because the need for small change was paramount. 

The spurious coppers coined in England to avoid the 
English law of 1770 do not appear to have been sent to America. 
It should be noted that the legends and mottos on the spurious 
coppers relate to England and to Europe and only two to America. 
One with the legends "*AUCTORI#*#PLEBIS#" (By the authority of 
the people) and "INDEP:ET.LIBER" (Independence and Liberty) 
1787 was copied from similar language on a Connecticut cent was 
for English circulation as was the combination of apne Gaduiubmal 
with NORTH WALES which was subsequently issued. Spurious coppers 
were probably not to America because it was much more likely 
for the American public to accept counterfeit copper than to 
accept spurious coins. Americans on seeing spurious coppers were 
likely to assume that they were being taken advantage of. Counter- 
feit copper coins were, as will be subsequently shown, not con- 
trolled by American laws and thus putting them into circulation 


would be less risky than the same practice in England. 


h/d 


Writers of books and articles have heretofore assumed 


that spurious coppers circulated freely in America, but I have 
been unable to confirm that condition with any evidence what- 
soever. On March 5, 1787 in the report of the Committee instructed 
by the N. Y. General Assembly to make recommendations about the 
circulation of cooper it was stated: 


‘They find that there are various sorts of 
copper coin circulating in this State, the principal 
whereof are, --- 


'First. A few genuine British halfpence of 
George II., and some of an earlier date, the impress- 
ions of which are generally defaced. ' 


'Secondly. A number of Irish half-pence, 
with a bust on one side, and a harp on the other. 


‘Thirdly. A very great number of pieces, in 
imitation of British half-pence, but much lighter, 
of inferior copper, and badly executed. * These 
are generally called by the name of Birmingham Coppers, 
as it is pretty well known that they are made there, 
and imported in casks, under the name of Hard Ware, 
or wrought Gopper. 


'Fourthly. There has lately been introduced 
into circulation, a very considerable number of 
coppers of the kind that are made in the State of 
New Jersey. Many of these are below the proper 
weight of the Jersey Coppers, and seem as if designed 
as a catch-penny for this market.! 


This report specifically mentions quantities of coppers in imitation 
of British halfpence but does not mention any spurious coppers 

which are not, The Fairfield County, Connecticut, hoard 
which contained over 200 copper coins and which was puried about 
1789 did not contain one spurious piece but did contain, however, 
many varieties of counterfeit halfpence of both George II and 


George III. 
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The insignia, mottoes or legends specifically re- 
ferring to the State of New York are found on the following 
dies on copper coins: 

NOVA EBORAG (3 die varieties) 


Seated woman holdin _shielf{ bearing prising sun insignia from Yu 
arms of New York (ho varieties) 


Arms of New York including eagle above motto with EXCELSIOR © 
below (2/varieties) | 
die 


Arms of New York without eagle above and with EXCELSIOR €@® below 
(1 die variety) 

NEO EBORAGENSIS (2 die varieties) 

NEO EBORACUS (1 die variety) 

GEORGE CLINTON surrounding his bust (1 die variety) 

All of the foregoing are rare. The problem is, therefore, to 
eee ee whether the foregoing dies were made in America and, 
if so, which were associated in characteristics with those 
coins struck at Machin's Mills. It is in Connecticut records 
where a comment as to coins struck in New York is made. 

The State of Connecticut was entitled to 5% of the 
copper coins minted by the Pe OCS franchise holders and 
therefore an official investigating committee was appointed to 
check up on those operations. The committee's report, dated 
April 9, 1789, states, "We further find from the Information 
of Major Eli Leavenworth that he has made blank Coppers the 
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Last Feit had them stamped in New York with Various Impressions - 
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some few of them with an Impression similar to the Impression 
of the Coppers coined by the Aforementioned Compy." 


Relying on the word "Similar" it must be assumed his 
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that the reference is en Nova Eborac coppers which like 
the Connecticut cents have a mailed bust and laureated he ad 


on the obverse and a seated figure of Liberty with pole, cap, 


 addhow 
shield and branch on the reverse. tthe position of the date 
po. Har NEE Has am the rior Urea coppeca 


and legends, 4 the same and the coins are the same size. 
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Yermont—copoers made. In addition, there were some coppers 
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BM appears that a reference to Machin's Mills was intended. 
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The history of eighteenth century coinage at Machin's 

pin 
Mills, Newburgh, New York has all the intrigue of a modern 

: hore 
mystery thriller. Why did the ed ae masks to 
frighten away small boys? What were the unearthly noises which 
panicked the villagers night after night? Why were the neighbors 
suspicious and fearful? Had the devil installed his workshop 
at the mil 


Every effort was made to conceal the activities at 


cat? coctngelg sae ote 
Machin's Mill$,Was what they did illegal? appleby 
Ae Sere 
ten_was violated . What were these men trying to accomplish in 


such a mysterious manner? 


Be Machin he tepdodemgg rit operations form 
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Wherever references are made to die varieties of copper 


coins heretofore described by generally accepted authorities t 


hpeve-retained that designation, Some classifiers have more 

properly given each die a separate designation while others 

have chosen to give each combination of dies a designation. Sybealin 2- 
(1818) 

Crosby's "Early Coins of America" uses a combination classifi- 


cation in the plates (such as Plate VII Combination 1), am uf 


uses an enrriaca-~-l 





pray die classification as to certain,series (such as Nova Constel- . 
latio, 1785, 2-A). "S#mmemeCents" by Hillyer Ryder as improved ) 
+N 


M. ae 
bye ener deo only contains combination classifications €f£or 


ma listens She of Tha. (iaye4 . i | 
while “Goins of New Jersey" by Maris and Hour State 
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#coinsfof Connecticut", by Miller have separate die classifi- i 

cations for,obverse and reverse. Miller's and some of Crosby's a» 
die classifications also require the date to be mentioned 4 

Se, 


as a reference to Miller 9-E may be either 1787 or ebiee ats 


twa hy rae Pad ig ths plales 
abbreviations used are as follows: 


Gr. VII-1h (Crosby Plate VII (oes 1h) 


Cr. P- 118 (Crosby page 118) 
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Cr. 1785, 2-A (Crosby obverse 2, Beverse A, dated 1785) 


Ls 
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114 
Mi. ue, 2 (1)-A (Miller obverse 2 (1) Reverse A dated 1784) 
a a 
Con dnnalum 
Ry. 21 (Ryder-Richardson Saaser 21) 


6-C 
Ma. Gg (Maris obverse 6) Reverse C) 
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Since some of the dies are illustrated for the first time 
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die aE = which cannot be confused with any 


others. The designation of any die is the vertical column 
Jaw 
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In addition to the data obtainable from study of 
the various die combinations with which any particular die 
may be used, the common origin of many eighteenth century 
dies can be determined through the letter, number, ornament 
or hub punches used in sinking the dies. Separate letter 
punches were used in spelling out the legends. fe 
numeral punches were used for the date. If a large number 


of dies were contemplated for coins a a particular design, 


the preparation of a hub punch would save considerable Labor aud tupercet. 


because the hub could be used to sink a series of dies. For 


t.re- Qypert- 
other than a@himgklhy;-expertemesd. die cutter, the preparation 


wae 
of a hub punch sp also easier because the hub has the same 


appearance as is intended for the design of the coin proposed 
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to be struck. In preparing a mde ty aie is no need to cut high 
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would often leave axrasek or uneven impression and the die 
maker was, therefore, forced to finish the die by a sub- 


stantial amount of hand cutting. Because of this additional 
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hand cutting two dies made with identical hub punches may be 
/\ ‘ 


quite different in appearance, size and design details, because 
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of extensive hand cutting, in “hme final Peeper else weer ee 
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Letter and number punches, being small, can be so 
similar that conclusive identification of the same punch is 


shat sn saa on poorly struck coins or on coins struck from 
P prcmane, ; ananassae Nahe ana et teeHt tt alanis ntahe nena 
roughly made or recut dies. Several of the ornament punches 
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In examining the coins on which this study is based, 
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with identical hubs or punches can be proven to be of common 
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To prove that the Machin's Mill Mint struck Con- 


necticut cents with,the consent of those having the Connecti- 


A ® 


cut franchise, we can examine the history of the 1788 INDE 


wee ueedd a 
BT LIB die, known as Miller Reverse D. This die te=éemrm on thu tomers 
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die breaks on this reverse D makes the order of the striking 
of time various combinations clear. The die breaks, in the 
order of their appearance are: 

(a) A line from the edge along the right side of 
the post of ®8I® in LIB. 

(bd) A line from the edge diagonally across B to 
the lower right side of the shield. 

(c) A break from the edge of the top of the right 
side of ®E® in ET. 

(d) A line from the shin of the left foot down haoagh 
3) the ,base lineg in front of the left foot. 

(e) Break (d) expands to cover the lower part of 
the left leg and an area below the , base line ». 

(f) Break (c) expands into a wedge shaped break 

Ee 

diagonally across the letter Wg in ET. 

The die in unbroken condition is first found com- 
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blined with the imitation, halfpence obverse, then it is 
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found only with the 1788 Connecticut Miller 2 obverse when 
die breaks(a), (bd) and (c), successively appear. Both before 
and after die break (d) appears the die is again in combin- 


ation with the imitation halfpence obverse. Then the die, 
showing breaks (a), (bv), (c) and (a) te combined with 1788 
Connecticut obverse Miller 16 (1). (The same die as 1787 ; 
Miller 32 (9)), and in that combination die breaks (e) and 

(f) appear. 


the Connecticut franchise holders 


coins having a British imitation 
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halfpence obverse die in combination with a Connecticut 
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reverse die was in violation of the Connecticut law and an 
sinew —oembetn forfeiture of their franchise weedt4=—tove 

pestmitsa. This was too big a risk to take. There must have 
been a reason why a reverse with INDE ET LIB and the Con- 


necticut insignia on the shield should have been used first 


to strike a coin with an imitation British obverse, Tf /epeeek rovers, D 
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wortd—=se=ssed for a while, then moved to New Haven, ml then 
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back and forth again ending in New Re ee therefore, be- 


comes most logical to assume that the production facilities 
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operation of the holders of the Connecticut coinage franchise. 
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increase production and result in extra profit to all con- 
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a. The final report 





of the Connecticut coinage operations shows that a committee 
investigated an accusation that some Connecticut coins were 


coined elsewhere but found only that no unauthorized coins 
hig dh wet pace on wht ood. place cheember . 


Wewe made in Connecticut. , The calibre of the men operating 
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the Connecticut franchise was not above any nesseipesr of this 
One ~ 
nature as Abel Buell, who had GegeeAe? partnership interest 


and was the principal die maker of the Connecticut group, 
had been convicted of GOR eT Se Sing paper money in 176h, aud ae a 


hin tare cheppl ah a (4 Ne Peay. 


we had,"C" branded upon his forehead, andwdiet=pis—eers—ctippein 
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The 1785 Immune Columbia is found combined with 
Nova Constellatio dies but the others are not. From the 
common source of the letter punches we therefore can con- 
clude that Thomas Wyon made all of the above-mentioned dies, 
in Birmingham, thereby ‘tying the Nova Constellatio group 
into a wider group of issues for America. 

The fact that the workmanship on these dies is far 
superior in quality and style to American made moneects cut , 
Vermont and New Jersey dies of the period eliminates any 
Ee a sae that the letter punches were sent to America 
for the preparation of some of those dies. 

In 1785 Birmingham coining technique was likewise 
far superior to what Americans could do. The Nova Constellatio 
series are beautifully struck coins, as are their combinations 
with the 1785 Immune Columbia. Likewise, the 1786 Immunis 
Columbia - E Pluribus Unum benbinateu is always well coined. 


Only one specimen of the Confederatio series, however, is 





strong and clear leaving open the problem of why the other 


Wyon dies and their combinations are found on poor planchets 





po 


| and are weakly struck. I hope, therefore, to show subsequently 


which of the Wyon dies were used in America, 


pales 
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The two Wyon dies with the legend "Inimica Tyrannis" 
were prepared in accordance with the suggestion found in 
Jefferson's notes that a gold coin called the "crown" be 
made with "An Indian with his bow in his left hand and his 
right hand thirteen arrows and his right foot on a crown; 
the inscription, manus inimica tyrannis." (Hands inimical 

A 
to tyranny). Wyon's dies retained the key works and show 
an Indian stepping on a crown. 

The two Wyon Confederatio dies are in accordance 
with a crude sketch of a copper coin to be called a "Decad" 
which sketch is found in the papers of the Continental 
Congress for May, 1785. 

The fact that the Inimica Tyrannis dies, the 
Confederatio dies and Immune Col. Immunis Col. were not 
used for general token production but used only to prepare 
a few coins for what appears to be pattern purposes definitely 
indicates that an effort to secure Federal approval for a 
copper coining franchise with Wyon dies was being sought 
in 1785, the same type of franchise granted in 1787 to 
James Jarvis for the minting of the Fugio Cent. Wyon's dies, 
therefore, must be construed as Federal patterns, even the 


Immunis Col. 1786 - E Pluribus Unum (Shield) often referred 
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to as belonging to the New Jersey because the reverse design 
was copied for that state's coinage beginning in 1786 and 


Wyon's die itself was put in service a year later in com- 


bination with 1787 Maris obverse 6 and obverse 7. 














Many of the conclusions I have reached are based 
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sented. I sincerely hope that whatever new material I have out- 
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lined will stimulate others to find unknown related pled ea 
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evidence from known coins sa trad conclusions from facts pre- 
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sented. I shall welcome challenges of gm’conclusion and sug- 

gestions of related evidence which I might have overlooked. 

I have checked my work with others who have been interested 


- i in this field and my only hope is to develop the real truth 


as to a field of early American numismatics which has been 
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the=perieéa when Nova Constellatios circulated,freely. 


In looking for defective or unusual letters in the 
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Nova Constellatio series we can note a defective S on which 


1 the lower left is cone shaped and 
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R be aye | to the central part of the letter 
xi we ¢ 5 
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preparation of 1785 obverses 2 and 3; twice on 1785 reverse 
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A; on the first S on 1785 reverse B and twice on the 1785 


‘ m with the Confederatio die (Crosby VII-10). 
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foot on crown), INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERICANA 
(Indian with foot bu erown), 1766 SMONTS GOLURETA Justi ce 
seated), E PLURIBUS UNUM (Shield). 
In looking further we can note an O which has ab- 
normally wide sides or cheeks and is PROD ERY instead of 


curved on the lower right position. The punch for this 0 
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was used twice in the preparation of CONSELL ATIO on 1785 


obverses 2 and 3 but not for NOVA. In addition this same de- 





fective 0 punch was used only on the following coins with 
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probably made in America 
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tre=perie@ when Nova Constellatios circulated, freely. 


In looking for defective or unusual letters in the 
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Nova Constellatio series we can note a defective S on which 


dvd 
the “gE —t serifgs on the lower left is cone shaped and 


so large and so close to the central part of the letter 


dir brrale 


that there is a definite SOR eee the serif and the 





center of the letter. The punch for this S was used in the 
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preparation of Pipe porrer sos 2 and 3; twice on 1785 reverse 
A; on the first S on 1785 reverse B and twice on the 1785 
die used in combination with the Confederatio die (Crosby VII-10). 
In addition this same defective S punch was used only on the 


following coins with American legends: INIMICA TYRANNIS 


AMERICA (Indian with foot on crown), INIMICA TYRANNIS AMERICANA 





(Indian with foot on crown), 1786 IMMUNIS COLUMBIA (Justice 
seated), E PLURIBUS UNUM (Shield). 
In looking further we can note an 0 which has ab- 
normally wide sides or cheeks and is straight instead of 


curved on the lower right position. The punch for this 0 


_— 


l 
was used twice in the preparation of CONSELL ATIO on 1785 


obverses 2 and 3 but not for NOVA. In addition this same de- 


fective O punch was used only on the following coins with 
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American legends: 
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CONFEDERATIO 1785 








IMMUNIS COLUMBIA 1786 (Seated Justice) 


Tt will be noted that the defective S and the de- 


fective O are both found on the same dies where the legends 


contain both letters. 
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s intended for Federal coinage wou- \ 


diés and any other , ; 
| coinage if approved would 


sent to America where the nena ey 
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take place. This can be proven to be correct by the follow- 


ing evidence: 


Re nl ¢ fateh | ae 


(1) The Confederatio, with large os eS found 





i 
with Gen. Washington and the 1786 E Pluribus Unum (eagle) 


which are of American origin. 

(2) The E Pluribus Unum (shield) is first combined 
with the English made Immunis Columbia 1786, then with 
the American made 1786 E Pluribus Unum (eagle) and fin- 


un 1737 
ally sent to New Jersey, and combined with a cemmron New 


or” 


Anerre 
Jersey emmt Maris 6-q% 


.(3) The Confederatio with small stars is also found 


Jct AY oa, 


with the American made 1787 E Pluribus Unum (eagle with 


stars). p 
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(4) The impurities in the copper planchets, and the poor 
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e striking of the combinations of almost all of the Con- 
federatio and Inimica Tyrannis combine+inons a a 
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coinage dmaAmeFiwe as no Birmingham coiner would -turn—. 
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owt a pattern ,if it-wet@emst attractivyse—and—cebear 
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The combinations of the 1785 Confederatio dies and the 
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Inomica Tyrannis dies with one another and with other coins 





are, unfortunately, not accurately set forth in Crosby. Neither 
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Inimica Tyrannis Americana or Immunis Columbia 1786 have been 


as Oe 


found combined with Confederatio 2785 with large stars, so 
far as I know, and since Crosby expressly states he did not see 


these coins and knew of them only through others, we can assume 
The first of these eodms unknown 


that they were not genuine. 


See Richard D Kenney Struck €opies of Early American Coins 


* e 
Coin Collectors Journal Jan, Feb, », 1952 Where—copy—ts—iliius- 
trated_and so-called original—ismade—up of —pictures—from 
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The original Vermont coinage franchise to Reuben 
wader which 18S od 1186 come Wee wild 


sada 3 03 to expire on June 30,.1787 and was renewed by 


the General Assembly of Vermont on October 2h, 1786 for 8 


ale 


years, the first 3 years without royalty and the balance 


with a 24% royalty payment. The bond required of Harmon for 
wher 


the renewed franchise was posted on February 23, ay tnen 


and his associates joined the Machin's Mill partnership on 
eH te poli sme 
ure? P 
April 18, 1787», apparently, vo solve their coin production 
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Aswrct- ; 
problems, thex—already—had 
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When—the—fourlermont associates joinst—the 
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Mixing aia ememiorre sme) | bhey ae: san 60% of ie), hue 
Be ly Se dor ae Comey 
franchise to others, The hope of an interest in other, fran- 


chises could not have been too attractive to them as they 


were unlimited in ca aaa of coins they could produce 


under the Vermont franchise. aaae=ee to work the coins into 
pr aett Rom bon wroDioade grenblgce % hee fr tat porter 


circulation themselves, We can, therefore, assume that they Ver. 


the Bae 
a the diemakers, planchet production and coining facil- 


ities which were available at t@® Machin's Milliggm.Their 
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own facilities were inadequate and their producti on of copper 





as evidenced by the small 


1738 «4 1726 
number of, Vermont coins of these-jears now available, as 
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compared to Connecticut and New mucern: « gee 


croen 0) St findrew wd Ateorge vm the 
The use and reuse of rhe Ee eee on the 
amar tes fe 
shield of the 1787 and 1788 Vermont coinage indicates a 


Cee 


es comune on the part of those holding the 


Vermont franchise. The holders of the Connecticut franchise 


pared 


from the beginning of their coinage in 1785 tet the three 


vines constituting the State emblem placed in the shield ur 


Ye 727 
on all of their coins. The Nova a ame as the New 


York insignia of the Rising Sun on their shield. The Vermont 


coinage already had used the Vermont emblem consisting of 


ene |} 28l woe =t Li qocoad 
four ha stacks on the shield of Sq=ege 
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clear that the delay, difficulty 


aut ome. It is, therefore, 


and cost of having new hubs prepared with which to make new 
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dies for Vermont coinage were avoided by using some existing 


hubs. 
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dies could be expeditiously prepared with authorized _tetter- 
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Se ae using these hubs for the Perel designsrather than 
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making new hubs, The borrowing of ubs was not new to 
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the Vermont group as the hub used to prepare the die for 
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the male bust on pe obverse of the Vermont coins known as 
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the mystery of, the, British Union,on the Vermont coinage gon the Levert! 
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ments of the Vermont Geemshise as to their design, Thus , 


dies could be expeditiously prepared with—authorized _letter- 


Se by using these hubs for the central designsrather than 
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making new hubs, The borrowing of cr hubs was not new to 
the Vermont group as the hub used to prepare the die for 
the male bust on the obverse of the Vermont coins known as 
Ryder 10, 11 and 15, is the same as was theretofore used on 


some 1785 and -gme 1786 Connecticut cents. Since the hubs and 


dati 176 


most letter punches on the BMPS imitation halfpence, are the 


same as on most Vermont Gopper coinage of 1787 and 1788, 
the mystery Ne kta at the Vermont coinage aw the Levert 
Trdbah. ean ty Jolin Sakic Prdlperdener— 


appears to be solved. 
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Sufficient proof is now available to justify the re- 
cognition of American made imitation British halfpence as a 
separate series of American token money lawfully minted at 
Machin's Mills, Ulster County, New York, in 1787 and 1788. They 


have been denied their rightful place because they have been 
¥ ie ee Soe 


referred to as counterfeits ard have never been sxuféieterrteey 


—— ge? 


— Ss ee 


iderrt+fe-d=a-2 classified, The evidence of them, issuance and 
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and. 
se,is intimately shapely a with Vermont, Connecticut, New 


ng? ole hod eae ohne a 


Jersey and ime American copper coinages /Buring the period 
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from 1785 to 1788% American private interests desired to coin 


copper dwsingethisoperied under official franchise or quamiby to 





be traded in, as a commodity because the 


epat 


coining capper was substantially less than the customary 


othe. 


circulating value of 6 coppe 





Get. The profits to private interests from coining copper in 


tages of Gm undertaking. 


Scattered through Crosby's "Early Coins of America" are 


® 


various references to imitation halfpence imported from England 
and imitation halfpence circulating in America, Crosby infers 
that some of these halfpence may have been minted in ee 
but does not give any description of the halfpence themselves, 


Wyllys Betts, in 1886, describes some of the imitation 


oe 7. 
English halfpence and their mulings and 

— - y Bes: 
gertnte-ertinis, Loedenee 7 4 ry, 


The eighteenth century iron kettle which was excavated 
in Stepney, Fairfield County, Connecticut, in 1950 contained 


convincing proof of what coppers were circulating in that area <a 
pret te the adapter Othe Crettitirnr 1.1797, 

thio torTarne ALA 
i comtaimed 8 Vermont cents, abext 125 Connecticut cents dated 

| from—1785—+threuch1 1788, 72 counterfeit halfpence, of which 13 


pati d 1178,118 J ond 1788 


we re, American made, and the balance British made, one New York, 





3 Vermont-Britania mulings. It is to be noted from the foregoing 
that there were no halfpence which had legends different from 
the standard legend and no farthings whatsoever. The encrus- 


tations on the coins and the circumstances under which they were 


found indicate that they must have been buried about 1789 when 
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In the iron kettle which was dug up in Stepney, 
Fairfield County, Connecticut in 1950, there were found over 
200 copper coins consisting of 11 Vermont cents, including 2 
Vermont-Britfania mulings (Ryder 13), about 125 Connecticut 
cents dated ffom 1785 through 1788, and 72 counterfeit half- 
pence of which 16 were dated 1776 and thereafter. These 
‘coins were found under circumstances which indicated that 
they must have been buried shortly after the date of the 
latest coin which was 1788 as this type of copper coinage 

1 Pare a 

ceased to coca hain pa 1789.| All of the counterfeit halfpence ~ 
were counterfeits of English and Irish halfpence without any | | 
deviation from the standard legends. This fact is a reconfirm- \ 
ation of the belief that coins with variations in the legend 


such as ances cots Rate, Gregory Tilg Pon, Britain Rules, 


etc. were not shipped to America and were not in circulation \ 
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Q@me coin in the Fairfield County hoard was an 


imitation English halfpence dated 1776 with *CEORCIVS# instead 


ped BEITANNIA (TTL enthe nme . 
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1. The obverse die (CEORCIUS III REX, with ,bust 
Udrcl§ wae ured mm 
facing right) is the identical die <femmEs combineW@’with the 


Liber Natus Libertatem Defendo die, thus tying it through this 


“P See ae ae Come hearing Ch act Neur York, taagnca. e 
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2. The bust on the obverse was cut into the die 
with the same hub used in making the dies for the obverse 
of practically all 1787 and 1788 Vermont race ate 

3. The seated figure on the reverse was cut into 
the die with the same hub used in making the dies for the 
reverse of practically all 1787 and 1788 Vermont ha ge 

lh. Many of the letter punches used on both the 
obverse and ean dies are the same ones used on 1787 and 
1788 Vermont eens end on some Connecticut ye = pa 

5. There is no attempt to recut either "C" in 
@CEORCIVS® into a "G", which fact is also true in the muting 


of the CEORCIVS III REX enresse with the Immune Columbia 
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1785 reverse. The bust on the obverse of both #CEORCIVS*# 
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mies is cut from the same hub and some of the letters are 
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from the same punches but, not the *C®, 


6. The number punches used in cutting the small 


1776 into the die are the identical number punches in 
sate, 


cutting the 7 and 6 in the date: of the 1786 Connecticut Copptry) 


Geumepr with Miller Reverse Lapin se 1176 dhe 
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The shield on the reverse has a British Union 


made of four bands forming two crosses without any fillets 
between the crosses and the field. Inpther words, the edge 
of each arm of the cross is a single line instead of mdouble 


line g® found on all genuine British halfpence and on British 


counterfeit halfpence. a he ES — mom 
q bnbah hatfpence with le pointed od ee 


8, The size, weight, color, texture, weak striking 


are the same as found on pewetiet ty a 1787 and 1788 Vermont 2.4 


% Coppuc eer go een tHe they were struck about the same time. 
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The reverse on Ryder 13 is always found=<wedk, the date 


and first part of the legend being virtually unreadable. It 
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The reverse on Ryder 13 is always found=<wedk, the date 


and first part of the legend being virtually unreadable. It 


is little wonder that . the reverse die was in such a condition ae tone 
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ee A is first found strong and clear with three GEORGIVS III REX 
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right Vermont cents (except Ryder 27 which had been made as evi- 


denced by its clear detail, but was not used or delivered to 


the Vermont coiners probably because the die to which it was 
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ami to keep the a: at Machin's Mills in full production fay trwad 
the Vermont die wesewsed with any available die which happened 
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Write about breaking of dies at any time 
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THOMAS MACHIN MAKES A MINT 


When Thomas Machin began the construction of mill equip- 
ment to coin copper he had already had a remarkable record of engin- 
eering success. 

He was born on March 20, 19hh neue Wolverhampton, in 
Staffordshire, England. He worked for James Brindley in the con- 
struction of English canals and achieved a reputation as a com- 
petent engineer. He emigrated to New York in 1772 and soon 
moved to Boston where, in 1773, he was one.of the '"celebrants" 
at the Boston Tea Party. His enthusiasm ae the American cause 
found him as an artillery lieutenant at the Battle of Bunker Hill 
where he was wounded in the arm. On January 18, 1776 he became a 
second lieutenant in the Continental Army and his engineering 
skill was used in me fortification of Boston. George Washington 
recognized his ability and on July 21, 1776 assigned him to the 
staff of Colonel George Clinton to devise means to protect Hudson 
River navigation. (Jeptha R. Simms, History of Schoharie County 
and Border Wars of New York, Albany, 1815, p. 550-600). His study 
of the various means to prevent the British ships from advancing 
up the Hudson River brought him to Newburgh and,no doubt, to the 
site of the copper coinage mill. 

Machin was promoted to a Gaptaincy in the Continental 


Army on January 1, 1777. Later that year, at Fort Montgomery, 


on the Hudson River just below West Point, Machin was wounded in 
an artillery battle with a British frigate and recuperated at 


the home of George Glinton, then a Brigadier General in the Con- 
Governor of the State of New York and a Brigadier General 


/ of the New York militia. 
tinental Army / In May, 1778 Machin made his great contribution to 


the winning of the American Revolution by the construction of a 
Lecled ly Leg? ond, 
186 ton chain, stretching 1700 feet across the Hudson River. 
Although this was the third American chain blocade, its heavy 
Machuis andr bie dercclinn 
links, designed, and forged tby-Machin, made it successful. In 
1781 he was ordered to Yorktown to assist in laying out the 
American works for the siege. While there he was asked to demon- 
strate his artillery skill and in so doing he not only hit but 
set fire to a British ship from a shore battery. 
On Aprill7, 1783 Machin informed Governor George Clinton, 
by letter, from Murderer's Greek near Newburgh, New York, that 
a beginning of the works at the Great Pond had been made and that 
a residence would be ready in five weeks. The Great Pond is now 
known as Orange Lake and covers about OO acres northwest of 


(meu 
Newburgh, then Ulster GRRE 5. New York. This spring. fed lake 


had the Indian name of Qussuk and its outlet was first known as 


Quassaick Creek and later as Chamber's Creek, Machin, in building 


his mills, cut a canal a little to the east and at a slightly 
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higher point than the outlet of the Great Pond and erected a dam 
and gate at the natural outlet to raise the water level and con- 
trol the use of the water power. The canal and creek were joined 
in such a manner so that water from either would flow down a 
raceway to the mills 70 rods from the lake and 18 feet lower in 
level. 

Since there has been no trace remaining of the building 
constituting the coining mill since about 1825 we are fortunate to 
have these facts from the record of litigation in 1827 over the 
right to use the creek's water power. (Trimble et al vs. Belknap, 
Second Circuit, Equity term of the fp@igee Circuit Court at Pough- 
keepsie.) 

An abstract of title shows that the ownership of 108 
acres adjoining the pond on both sides of the outlet was con- 
veyed on March 20, 1782 by Munson Ward to George Clinton and was 
owned by Clinton until October 28, 1793. Machin's use of the land 
for his mills during this period was as a tenant or agent of 
George Clinton who continued for eighteen successive terms to be 
governor of New York. (George Clinton subsequently was elected 
Vice President of the United States in 180) for the Thomas 


Jefferson's second term and in 1808 for James Madison's first 
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term. He changed numismatic history when, in 1811, he cast—the 


gas prrardonyy Afar mth, Semel cont he i ara ag 


deciding vote S=ethe=Serete against the renewal of the charter 


of the Bank of the United States). 





Machin erected a saw mill and a copper mill and named 
the place "New Grange". The copper or coinage mill "was of wood, 
thirty by forty feet, and two stories high. The metal used was 
copper, obtained by melting up cannon and leaving out the zine in 
the alloy. The copper was then run into moulds, and rolled into 
flat sheets of the thickness of the coin and from one to two feet 
wide. It was then punched with a serew, moved by a lever, so 
adjusted that half a revolution would press out a disk of the 
size of the coin. The blanks were then put into a cylinder and re- 
volved with sand, saw-dust and water. They were generally left re- 
volving through the night; and the coiners circulated the story 
that the devil came by night to ahgae for them. They also sometimes 
worked in masks to create a terror in the neighborhood. One night 
in the cylinder would wear the edges of the Milake smooth. 

The coining press was a screw, with an iron bar about ten feet 
long through the top. On each end of this bar was a leaden 
weight of perhaps five hundred pounds. The threads of the 
screw were large and square and worked through an iron frame. 
Ropes were attached to each end of the bar, and it was swung 
about half way around by two men pulling upon the ropes; two 
other men pulled the lever back, and a fifth laid on the blank 
and took off the coin with his fingers. The last operative 


named sat in a pit so that the lever would not touch his head, 
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The coinage was about sixty per minute", (Edward Ruttenber, 


History of the Town of Newburgh, Newburgh, 1859, p 13£; also 
Edward Ruttenber, History of Orange County, Newburgh, N.Y. 1875, 
we 2712.) 

Machin's army experience and connections put him in a 
position to purchase brass cannon remaining from the Revolutionary 
War. After smelting out a substantial amount of zine from the 
brass, the remaining copper with its impurities was his source 
of raw material for coins. (John J, Nutt, "Newburgh", Newburgh, 
1691, p.bhk.) 

The coinage mill was converted into a grist mill about 
1789 and the coining machinery was removed. The coining press 
was carried for a number of years as part of the ballast of the 
sloop "Newburgh" which was built in the shipyards at Newburgh 


and captained by a neighbor of Machin's, Isaac Belknap. (Crosby 


Pe 191.) 











It is also clear that the words "Hard Ware" were 





applied to counterfeit British coppers generally to permit them to 
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be manifested ,and othe rwise described and discussed without dis- 


ah bith 


closing the immorality of their co ee iis is 


confirmed by specific language of the above report and reconfirmed : 









by the tanguage used in the Machin's Mills partnership agreements. A 
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counterfeit coppers whi and America. 
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F hah Rake tat coppers shipped from England to America 


after the American Revolution continued to bear the date of the 


last year of the genuine English issues, namely, 1775. As to 


MS th. Und 





those which bore 


/2 


rene 
AMBRICHIE REGULATION OF UNAUTHORIZED COPPER COINAGE 


FROM 1783 TO 1789 
At the end of the American Revolution the complete de- 
preciation of the paper money of both the Continental Congress 
and the individual States resulted in a reestablishment of 
English, Spanish and other foreign coin as the principal circu- 
lating medium. The use of pounds, shillings and pence as ike’ 
money of account was retained generally at the customary exchange 


differentials which existed prior to Independence. Genuine, 


counterfeit and unauthorized copper coin continued to circulate 


WA 
during the hostilities and mag increased in great quantity by 


continual shipments from England after hostilities ceased. fre 
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Coitnin—etieenrtation. Each American state handled its copper 


currency problems as it saw fit and determined the extent, if any, 

to which the coinage, or circulation of copper coins was to be 
Vermont, Connecticut, New Jersey, Massachusetts and 

the Federal government authorized their own coppers, but the 

principal problem was the regulation of coppers already in cir- 


culation or coming from unauthorized sources. 


Le 8/19/54 


VERMONT 

Vermont though not one of the thirteen states repre- 
sented in the Continental Congress asserted its independent state- 
hood by being the first jurisdiction in the United States to 
authorize the coinage of money after the Revolutionary War. 
The original act of June 15, 1785 required the private individu- 
als who were granted the franchise to strike coppers to weigh 
48 to the pound, but because it appeared that they would "exceed 
in weight the Copper Coins used in the United States of America" 
the weight was reduced to 70 to the pound by supplemental act 
of October 27, 1785. The action of Vermont demonstrates the 
futility of any one state trying to improve the standard of 
copper coinage without regulating all copper coihs. If it auth- 
erized coins heavier than other coppers in circulation the 
heavier coppers would be taken out of circulation by the public 
or find their way to other states. If the newly struck coins 
were to be no heavier than other coppers in circulation the 
quantity of unredeemable light weight copper in circulation was 
merely being increased and its evil further promoted. In the 
coinage under the Vermont franchise like in other state coinages 
to follow, ideals yielded to a temporary economic solution with- 
out consideration of the inevitable collapse of unredeemable coppers 
without substantial intrinsic value. 
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An act ascertaining the rates at which coined silver and 
gold and English halfpence and farthings should pass within the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts was approved on October 26, 178) 
(Perpetual Laws of Massachusetts, Boston 1786 p.- 183) reestablish- 


) 


ing the Spanish dollar at 6 Massachusetts shillings and valuing 
Ad wad Or<Grsia C4, Vee sl oP 4/780 act - 


English halfpence at 2/3rds of a Massachusetts pence, Other 


coins were valued in proportion. This legal tender regulation 

was a continuation of the policy of stabilization under which 

“Massachusetts endeavored to prevent coin from passing at a putruum.. 
While Massachusetts was considering the establishment of 

a mint to coin copper and other money an act of July h, 1786 was 

passed making it a crime to import false, forged or counterfeit 

copper money with the intent of putting it into circulation. 

The act also prohibited counterfeiting in Massachusetts of 

English copper halfpence and farthings. (Perpetual Laws of 


ge Srremveleatrly 


Massachusetts, Boston, 1788, p. 225). in--Octobsr of—thewseme—yeer 
bpy be 

after the coining operations were eg ae of October 

ay gi 1786@ the governor suggested the enactment of a law against 

the frauds and impositions arising from the circulation of foreign 

copper, but the cents and half cents issued by the Massachusetts 

Mint were never coined in sufficient quantity to replace coppers 

cus already in circulation and no law eliminating pnasrer 

coppers from circulation was ever enacted. Existing unauthorized 

or counterfeit copper coins were therefore permitted to continue 


to circulate and the importation and circulation of genuine copper 


coinage of other American States sae bier aae was not restrained. 





CONNECTICUT 


When a petition to strike copper coins was filed with 
the General Assembly of Connecticut on October 18, 1785 it was 
pointed out that as to copper coin the English "unrestrained by 
any Law, are countirfeiting in vast abundance, that others 
ies of our own Countrymen, &, your Memorialists are sorry to 
say some, even of their fellow Citizens have attempted the same 
Bee Business, and are now stamping a Copper Coin much 
under standard weight and Endevouring to Impose the same upon 
the Inhabitants of this State * * x". In this manner the 
etiautien of the public was called to the fact that the counter- 
feiting of English copper was going on in Connecticut. The deter- 
of es as to what that coin was will be subsequently considered. 

As requested Connecticut sethoddane the minting of its 
own copper coins by an act passed October 20, 1785. To protect 
such coinage it was made unlawful by an act passed October 2h, 
1785 for other copper to be coined in Connecticut without official 
permission. In May, 1786 after substantial quantities of Connecticut 

the pacasize of 4 Adan 
coppers were in eireul ayer ae was preposed to prohibit the im- 
portation of more than 50 of any copper coin except those auth- 
orized by the United States or by any individual state or except 
those of equal value to Connecticut cents. The preamble of this 


OE 


pecpesta ee eres the existing conditions as follows: 
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(Connecticut) 8/19/5h 


"Whereas great Quantities of base and Counterfeit Copper Coin are 
already imported & Circulating in this State and there is great 
Danger of further Importations thereof, to the great Loss & Injury 
of the Citizens of this State * * ", 
It should be noted that although the evils of import- 
ation of more base and counterfeit copper coins are pointed out 
there was no prohibition against importing counterfeits of full 


weight and made of good quality copper. Because no type of copper 





coins of proper quality and weight of copper, whether authorized 


or unauthorized, genuine or counterfeit, were to be excluded 


might have been the reason, this proposed statute failed to pass. 













feit copper coin was last republished in Hugh Gaine's Laws of 
New York in 177 and was continued as the law of the State of 
New York by the provisions of Article XXXV of the 1777 New York 


Constitution which automatically kept in force all existing 





colonial laws not specifically changed. “e+ en ego. 


lished — of New York iajms in 1782 the 1753 act 
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tr New Vrk on fabruany 7,/738 
law was passed, encompassing penalties for making or knowingly 


passing counterfeit gold or silver coin or bills of credit <% 


| 
; 


4 
and providing that "all other Acts or Clauses of Acts, hereto- 





fore made, concerning Forgery and Counterfeiting or the Punish- 


i ag om 
ment thereof, shall be and hereby are repealed", Although , tite 


nad €<t7e Pe aa ee pee ale EPA the 

provisions of the February 7, 1788 act did—not—even=mention 

/ thm : | 

/ copper=eoin it certainly had the effect of repealing the 1753 


act relating to counterfeit copper coin. However, the New York 


~ * 


Assembly edi voepaan ke cola the 1753 act ,on March 12, 1788 


1789 
tion of a,general revision of all of its laws. 
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Tme conclusion must be reached that the 1753 act 


probably remained 2S law until February 7, 1788 even though its 
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The weak 1753 New York Colonial act relating to counter- 
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omission from the 1782 compilation of New York laws indicated 
it was generally unenforced and obsolete, 

To the foregoing confusion as to the 1753 act a 
further complication must be added. 

An act to regulate the circulation of copper coin 
in New York passed April 20, 1787 provided that after August l, 
1787 no coppers should circulate except those of pure copper 
weighing at least 18 to the pound. This was a standard just 
slightly below the standard for English halfpence of George III, 
h6 of which weighed one pound. It was also provided that 20 
of such coppers should pass for a New York shilling. The only 
penalty was seizure and a civil suit for 5 times the amount 
tendered. This law made no distinction between authorized or 
unauthorized coin, state or federal, foreign or domestic, 
genuine or counterfeit, so long as it was copper of proper 
weight. It therefore could have been very effectively argued 
that this 1787 act was in conflict with the 1753 act relating 
to seizure of counterfeit English copper because any copper 


of sufficient weight to comply with the 1787 act was approved 





for circulation in New York /by implication, 
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NEW JERSEY 

New Jersey authorized the minting of its own copper 
coins in 1785 and as a part of the enabling act of June 1, 1786 
granting to private interests the franchise to coin copper, the 
striking of any unauthorized coin in New Jersey was prohibited. 
When the circulation of authorized but unredeemable New Jersey 
coppers was well established New Jersey then undertook by act 
approved June lh, 1787 to eliminate all other copper coin from 
circulation except New Jersey and Federal coppers by providing 
that if aperson was offered in payment some other type of copper 
coin such person could sue the offeror for 10 times such amount, 


but no criminal penalty was provided. 
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IMPLIED REGULATIONS OF COUNTERFEIT COPPERS 


It can be noted from the foregoing state laws and from 
the previous colonial acts that good counterfeits of English 
copper had become an accepted portion of the American circulating 
medium. Those states which authorized their own coinage had 
attacked the evil by confining the coiners to those who could 
be watched but who added to the evil by authorizing and encour- 
aging more unredeemable coppers to flow into circulation, 
Massachusetts tried to keep additional unauthorized coppers 
from going into circulation. New York had no specific law 
against counterfeiting copper and a general confusion existed 
in its laws as to passing or possessing counterfeit copper which 
was freely circulatihg. Only New Jersey had made a bold attempt 
to eliminate, by law, the circulation of counterfeits, genuine 
English copper and the copper coins of other states. By the laws 
and deliberations of those states which changed its statutes 
and those states which did not pass regulatory measures, it 
became clear that, as a whole, the states chose to accept the 
situation as it was and merely tried to improve it by eliminating 
light weight and base metal counterfeits rather than to straighten 


out the situation in its entirety. It could not be said that 
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the states were relying upon Federal regulation as there was 

no assurance, until 1789, that the Federal Government paxmittad 
would be permitted to undertake such action. The stage was set 
for the minting of full weight American made imitations or 
counterfeits of English halfpence because of the profit in such 
an endeavor. Whatever illegality or immorality would ordinarily 
be implied by counterfeiting would not, at that time, be 
applicable to the American production of coppers in imitation of 


or as copies of English copper halfpence. 
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Resolved 
"That the money unit of the United States of America be 
one dollar.“ 


“fhat the smallest coin be of copper of which 200 shall 
pass for one dollar.” 


"That the several pieces shall increase in decimal ratio.” 


April 8, 1786 
The Library of cenaiae ae has a report on the Mint and on elacans 


news 8, 1786 
An Act describing the denominations and content of coins to 
be struck by the United States of America, Contains the 
following interesting informations : 
"Mille: The lowest money of accompt, of which 1000 
shall be equal to the federal dollar, or money unit," 
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"That the twe copper coins shall be as follews: One 
equal to the 100th part of the federal dollar te be 
called A Cent: And one @qual te the 200th part of 
the federal dellar te be called A Half-Cent,." 


"That two pounds and a quarter avoeifdupois weight of 
copper shell censtitute 100 centsa,* 


Mint price of troy pound of silver (12 li fine 
1 part alloy) $ 9.92 


Mint price of trey pound of gold (11 parts fine | # ‘ 
1 part alley) $209.77 i 


Half Doller shall contain 187-82/100 grains of pure silver 
Double Dime shall contain 75«128/1000 grains of pure silver 
Dime shall contain 37+560/1000 grains of pure silver 

Ten Dollar gold shall contain 246+268/1000 grains of pure gold 
Five Dollar gold shall contain 123134/1000 graine of pure were ah 


Dollar shall contain tysubs tes gine of pure silver ek ia 4 
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Oct. 2b, 1786 
An ordinance was passed entitled, "An ordinance for the estabe 
lishment of the Mint of the United States of America, and for 
regulating the value and alley of Coin," This ordinance orders 
complianes with the resolution dated August 8, 1786, but con~ 
tains the followings 
“And it is hereby further ordained that the copper coin 
struck under the authority of the United States in 
Congress assembled, shall be receivable in all taxes, 
or payments due to the United States in the proportion 
f § doliers fer every hundred dollers so paids but 
thet no other copper coin whatsoever, shail be rew 
eceivable in any taxes or payments whatsoever to the 
United States. | 


"And whereas, The great quantities of base copper coin 
daily imported into, or manufactured within the several 
states, is become so highly injurious to the interest 
and commerce of the same, as to require the immediate 
iuterposition of the powers vested by the confederation 
in the United States in Congress assembled, of regulating 
the value of copper, the coin so current as aforsaid: 


"It is hereby ordained, That no fereign copper coin 
whatsoever shall after the first day of September 1787 
be Gurrent within the U, States of Americes And that 
Ro Gepper coin struck under the authority of a pare 
ticular State, shall pass at a greater value than one 
federal dollar for two pounds and one quarter of a pound, 
avoirdupois weight, of such copper coin,” 


- 


Nov. 1, 1786 
James Jarvis offers to furnish the United States with 300 tone 
of copper coin, and the letter is read, The original letter 
is in Papers of the Continental Congress No. 139, Folie 491, 
It contains the following items of interest: 
That 21/4 pounds avoirdupois of copper will be used 
in ene Federal dollar whieh will be equivalent to 4 
shillings sixpence sterling; 


That Jarvis will pay to the United States a 10% premiun 
on the value of the coins made; 


That he would buy copper from the public at ninepence 
sterling per pound and pay the Government a | 25% premium 
on the amount purchased; 


Theat he would let the United States pay him for the 
coins bonds of ten, fifteen or situps year mutnph ey. 


April 21, 1787 
Congress resolves to contract with James Jarvis for 300 tons 
of copper coins and to pay him in twenty year 6% bonds, I¢t 
requires him to pay a 15% premium instead of a 10% premium, 


May il, 1787 
The Committee submits seven devices for the coins to be made, 


A contract is entered into with Jarvis for delivery of 
25 tons by 12/1/87 
25 tens by 3/15/88 
50 tons by 8/31/88 
100 tone by 8/31/89 
100 tons by 5/11/90 


It is not clear ae to whether at this time the Government 
contracted with James Jarvis to sell him 71,174 pounde of 
copper belonging to the Government at eleven pence farthing 
sterling per pound, which he agreed te pay by 8/31/88. In 
any event, in September 1788 it was indicated that he was in 
default in his peyment, 


July 6, 1787 
“(Report of Committee on device for copper coins) 
"The committees, consisting of Mr. William Pierce, lr. 
John Kean, and Mr, Samuel Holten to whom was referred © 
a letter from the Board of Treasury, dated the ilth 
May, 1787, reports That they having examined the 
several Devices sent for the copper coinage of the 
United States, are of opinion that the numbers 3 and 
4 ought to be adopted. Therefore resolved that the 
Board of Treasury direct (Mr. Jarvis) the contractor 
for the copper coinage, to stamp en one side of each 
piece the following devices 13 circles linked to- 
gether (each of which to bear the name of one of the 
States in the Union), a small circle in the middle 
with the words “American Congress" flowing round its 
and in the center of that circle, the words "WE ARE 
ONE.“ 
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“On the opposite side of the same piece the follewing 
device to be stamped, « Dial with the hours expressed 
on the face of ity a meridian sun above; on one side — 
of which, is te be the word *Fugio,' and on the other, 
the year in figures '1787,' Belew the dial, the words 
‘Mind your business,.* : 


“Motion for amendment | 


“Strike out from the word ‘together’ two (sic) ye words 
‘a small cirele' instead of ‘American Congress’ say 
10,5." Strike out the word ‘flowing.’ 


"On the report of a committee consisting of Mr, William 
Pierce, Mr. John Kean, and Ur, Samuel Helten te whom 
was referred ea letter of the 11 May of the Board of 
Treasury, resolved that the Board of Treasury direct 
the contractor for the copper coinage to stamp on one 
side of each piece the following devices: 13 circles 
linked together, a small cirele in the middle with the 
words (U.5,) round it, and in the center the words 
‘WE. ARE ONE'; Om the other side of the same piece the 
following device, a Dial with the hours expressed on 
the face of it, a meridian sun abeve on one side of 
which is to be the word *Fugio' and on the other the 
year in figures *1787' below the dial ‘Mind your 
business.** | 


ary 24, 2707 UCC: VR NKR p. Fos- 


A motion is made to have the States punish coiners uot author- 
ized by law, and to prohibit importatioa of copper coins from 


J any pty sy country. cos | , te ee | 
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July 26, 1787 : ; hende 
The above motion is recommended by the Committee, put eppar= 
ently never passed, 


May 21, 1788 
Committee finds that only in two States does copper pass at 
British standard, that is 48 coppers weighing 1 pound avoir= 
dupeis for 2 shillings sterling, It finds that Great Britein 


of 1 cont. is 


has called in all copper coinage toe recoin under a higher standard, 
and er Eh that this will cause Tower half pence to be exported 
te America, 


It states that: 


b___8__P } ee ee 
2% 1b. of copper of present standard is o #4 6 
Brigden and Waller will deliver at 
London 2+ 1b, of ¢oins for 0 2 81/8 
Freight insuranee etc. to America 2+3/8 
Profit (55% of total) Oo. 2 94/8 
ee Van 


Since the manufacturer makes a profit on the coining too, it is 
over 75% differential between the present standard and the velue 
of the similar coins, 


The Committee suggests that 
3 lb. of copper for a Federal dollar, instead of 24 1d., 
be approved and that existing Fugio cents pass at 3/4¢ instead 


® 


Sept, 16, 1788 
 garvie is in default by not completing any of the first 
three deliveries, and the cancellation of his contract is 
recommended, 








Oct. 16, 1786 
An ordinance was passed adttzed, "An ordinance for the estab- 
lishment of the hint of the United States of America, and for 
regulating the value and alloy of Goin.” This ordinance orders 
compliance with the resolution cated Auguct 3, 1786, but con- 
tains the follevixugs mga 
“hind it is hereby further ordained that the cepper ¢oin 
struck under the eutiorfity of the United States in 
Congress assembled, shall be receivable in all taxes, — 
or payments due to the United Stetes in the proportion 
of § dollars for every hundred dollars so paidg but 
thet oo other cepper coin whaiseever, shall be roe 
eeivable in any taxcs or payments whatevever to the 
United peers . 





"And a cobaie: fhe creat quantities of base copser coin 
éctily imported inte, or menvfactured within the several 
states, is become sc highly injurious to the intgcrest 
anc commeree of the same, as to require the immediate 
intorpezition ef the pewers verted by the confederation 
in the United states in Ccagress ussembied, of regulating 
the value of sepper, the coin 30 current as aforsaids 
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eet is horeby ordained, That no foreign copper coin 

whatseever shal! after ths first day of Seppent ‘er 1767 

be eurrent within the U, States of Americar ind thet 

ne cepper coin struck under the uutikoraty ef a pare dk 
ticular State, shall pass at a greater valve than one 

federal dellisr for two wounds and oe quartor al a pound, 
avoirdupois weight, of such tonper coin,” 
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Nev, 1, 1736 . : 


Jenee: Jarvis offers to furnish the United States with 300 tons 
of copper ‘coin, and the letter is read. ‘The original Letter 


is in Papers of the Continental Congress No, 139, Folio 491, 
It contains the follewing items of interasi: 
Thet 201/4 pounds aveirdupels of copper vill be used 
in one Federal dollar which wili be eauivaient to 4 
shillings sixponse sterling 3 


That Jervis will pay te the Uniied States a 105 pine 
on the yaiue of the coins made; 


That he would buy ¢ecoprer from the public at ninepence 
sterling per pound and pay the Government 2a 25% premium 
on the amount purchsasedy 


Theat he would let the United States pay hin for the Pe A 
eoins bonds of tex, fifteen or twenty year maturity, = 
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Robert Morris sent a report to Congress dated January 


a, 1782 outlining the problems then existing with respect 
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assistant, Gouveneur Morris, was to establish a money unit 


which would be the common denominator of conversion of all 

buek we? ube 2. tic CHA 2) , 
existing money of account exsept South Carolina, neameidy, . 
nalie @ wthange Wired out Whe ee 

= lira 
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coins, was tosminmt a ark of 1000 units, a "Quint of 500 units 





and a tent vor 100 units. Copper coins were to be an Eight of 

8 units and a Five of 5 units. The proposed silver coins were 

to be valued at about 34% more than the intrinsic value of the 
silver, but the amount of copper in the proposed copper coins was 


not indicated. 
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Dies for the proposed coinage were cut early in 1783 by 
A. Dubois who was paid $72.00 by Congress for preparing h pairs 
f dies and stmbebiy by John Swanwick who was paid $22 and 
42/90ths by Conress "for Dies for the Public Mint". Benjamin 
wae> 
Dudley, who ame, at the request of Robert Morris, preparing a 


mint, delivered to RobertMorris on April 2 and April 22, 1783 


SMupare 
——— ae dies. ar five known s ecimens of these 
me Ler ee A [pool date 1183 Bmd, i 
U, ris ' lacs » Pues - 
‘Q bu Pe Ne sai a L, a 


7 we-SHe detail of seven of these dies. A 
4 a ha ~& la fb oly As’ 
yo unit piece is mentioned in a May 15, 178 
a, we Samuel Curwen (Cr. p.312) and thus another 
parr of dies is. ‘accounted for. From the amount paid DuBois for 


making four pairs of aie we can assume Swanwick made only one 
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Dies for the proposed coinage were cut early in 1783 by 
A. Dubois who was paid $72.00 by Congress for preparing ) pairs 
of dies and pimbebiy by John Swanwick who was paid $22 and 
42/90ths by Corress "for Dies for the Public Mint". Benjamin 
was> 
Dudley, who ame, at the request of Robert ca dalia! * tlle esis, a 
mint, delivered to RobertMorris on April 2 and April 22, 1783 
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sitkner patterns aaa devia of seven of these dies. A 
coin described as a 5 unit piece is mentioned in a May 15, 178) 
entry in the diary of Samuel Curwen (Cr. p.312) and thus another 
pair of dies is accounted for. From the amount paid DuBois for 
making four pairs of dies we can assume sie made only one 
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at-large ante hd and sold, to American distributors to put into 
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-eirculation in Ameri clan” were identical in design and legend 


to the oc ans patterns exce nt Le @ denomination was onsen Sy 





The success of this speculation encouraged a new issue in 
1785 and although one die used in 1783 with the word "Constelatio" 


misspelled was reused, the principal change in the 1785 issue 


was that the "U$ " was written in i, ee of in block 


letters. One pair of dies is dated in 1786 from which there are 


s all butione of which are rather 


oe 


only a few existing specimen 
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Thomas Jefferson recommended to the Continental Con- 
gress, in 1776, that the United States coinage should be based 
upon a decimal system so that amounts could be ieee by 
decimal notation in Dollars and parts of a dollar". (JCC Vol 
1:516). Jefferson therefore opposed the coinage plan of Robert 

Yoon : a 


Morris and Gemveneur ue Rca! ‘gies early in (OR Deere si are. on 


dratusaed wilh al 
coinage which were, communicated to others. The text of these notes 
is first known in a newspaper article (The Providence Gazette 
and Country Journal, July 24, 178) which is included in Papers 
of the Continental Congress, No. 26, Folio 559) entitled 
"Notes on the Establishment of a Money-Mint, and of a Coinage 
for the United States". The suggestion is made that the dollar 

fond 

or unit be the same as the average Spanish silver 5 Cari: The 
coins recommended were a 10 dollar piece in gold, a one dollar 
in silver, a 1/10th dollar in silver and a copper coin equal to 
1/100th of a dollar. The proposed copper coin is referred to 


as a "hundredth" , Ht —+s—pointed—out—that=the copper or penny 
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piece by the name of "Crown" and subsequently states atmtite 
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Manus inimica Tyrannis eo” 


The devise is identical and the legend sdgmikes” to coppers with 
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legends, , {INIMTCA TYRANNIS AMERICA), ( obverse of 


Cr. VII- ) and INIMICA TYRANNIS ERICANA )( obverse 


). tog waa! 
es WTline 


of Cr. VII- 
oe sea dut tf ‘Seliferinins 


AoltigeStiver=and—Gopper® in the handwriting of Hugh Williamson 


Shee Zgaodek 


-2= 


a 





} ie 
Ae AGUA austic @ Ly bé 


p= —— 4 pad that there should be proper devices 


for the coins recommended BB study of the various forms in 


which Jefferson's vat a by him and subsequentby—re— 


watiaieear by others gives us the official background for the devices 


Andhe 
and legends on the "INIMICA Tacs een Vaid "CONFEDERATIO" copper 
\ 





to PenEre ee on-Mey~t35~-b7.85. najensiapacade ST is doin avennaiell 
calle, 
61d) Silver-and=—Gopper™. ea@id’s a 10 dollar 





piece by the name of "Crown" and subsequently states atmtiie 


ene 
. "The word crown occurred from the following idea 
of an impression for the gold coin - An Indian, 
his right foot on a crown, a bow in his left-hand, 
in his right-hand thirteen arrows; and the inscription 


Manus inimica Tyrannis cmarr 


partially rdovtieal 


The devise is identical and the legend sdgmimkex to coppers with 


be Pont 
legends, INIMICA TYRANNIS (erica, ( obverse of 
cr. VII- ) and INIMICA TYRANNIS MERI CANA ( obverse 
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at the end\ a deleted paragraphjas follows: 


"It is not of any importance by what Name our 


thege is 





Copper Coin is distinguished, but it should have 
some Name. They are not to be Pence nor half Pence 


and though they might be of the same value we should 


not have such words in our Language as applicable WS 
Ni 
to our own Money. The French have their Sous and — 
the Dutch their Doits and Stivers; perhaps from the z 
circumstance of our coin being numbered by Decimals 7 
we might call some Piece of Money a Decad - let it ~ 
be the largest Copper. 4 
"Device & Inscription for one Side - - " , 
“Th An 
\ Here follows a drawing of a coin showing 13 stars within SOWA | 
Cinele — 
asereetiOnsein GEGEhe form bordered by "CONFEDERATIO 1785". This on 
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Aik ok drawing = reproduced on Plate ° ty 
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The device and legend are identical to, Contagee =e ms 
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silanes ibe large stars ( Cr. VII- ) — fh 
7 rhe wright 
small stars ( Reverse of Cr. VII- f wr 
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Different nations have adopted different systems. The British value 
__» their silver when coined, no higher than bullion. Hence it follows, 

that the expence of the mint, increasing the civil list, must be paid 
-\ by:a general tax; and tradesmen are disposed to work up the cur-- 

vent coin, by which the tax is increased and continued. In some 
other countries silver or gold when coined, are valued above the 

price of bullion; whence tradesmen are discouraged from melting . 

- or working up the current coin, and the mint is rather profitable 
than burdensome. Certainly there are good and conclusive reasons, 
why we should: value the national coin above the price of bullion; — 
but there is a certain point beyond which we may not proceed, lest 
we encourage counterfeits, or private imitations of our coin. It has 
been proposed to make a difference of 2} per cent. mearly, as an 
allowance for,the coinage of gold, and of 3.013 per cent. for the _ 

Be: coinage of silver. It is probable that 3 per cent. would more than | 

| defray the expence of coining silver, in which case it would be a 

temptation “to private imitation, and would operate against the 
free circulation of the money, as being valued too high. It is to be 
remembered that silver coin ought to be encouraged, and probably 
2 per cent. or 2} per cent. would be a proper difference between 
silver coined and bullion. The same difference to be made in the 
price of gold. If this does ‘not fully pay the expences of the mint, 
there will be a much larger gain on the colmage of copper; and if 
there should remain a small balance against the mint, its operation 
will not be unfavourable. ; . re ; 
The coinage of copper is a subject-that claims our immediate _ 
attention. From the small value of the several pieces of copper 
coin, this niedium of exchange has been too much neglected. The _ 
more valuable metals are daily giving place to base British half- —~ 
pence, and no means are used to prevent the fraud. This disease, — 
which is neglected in the beginning, because it appears trifling, 
may finally prove very destructive to commerce. It is admitted 
that copper may at this instant be purchased in America atZofa = 
dollar the pound. British halfpence made at the tower are 48 to 
the pound. Those manufactured at Birmingham, and shipped in 
thousands for our use, are much lighter, and they are of base metal. 
It can hardly be said that 72 of them are worth a pound of copper. — 
Hence it will follow, that we give for British halfpence,-about six 
times their value. ‘There are no materials from which we can 
estimate the weight of halfpence that have been import : ae 
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“commerce of vile coin. The whole expence of a mint would not 
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_ domestic coinage would remain in the.country. 

; The following forms of money are submitted. oi 

: 4 ~ Dollars. 

A 1 picoect maar eas p 

aber os: 3.3 1 containing 362 grains pure silver. This _ 
tig anak cs hes ae 
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an 


they Big 4 ve 


cae ‘dol. 
1 ditto, tor.5 
lditto, ior .25 
, dine, ps or .1 
y peor .05 
1 piece of ata rir or .01 
| cng shy or .005 
"Tisd dedetig tf gu ialvee biing fixed thar is’ to Be iy Gen dak 
_ or dollar, and the relation between silver and gold being fixed, all 
+ the other weights must follow. 
: When it is considered, that the Spaniards have been reducing 
the weight of their dollars, and that instead of 385.5 the grains of 
- pure silver in the old Mexican dollar, the new dollars have not 
* more than 365 grains, it will hardly be thought that 362 grains 
_ of pure silver is too little for the federal coin, which is to be current 
- in all payments for one dollar. Some of the old dollars will admit 
é of a second coinage; but the new ones will not. If the value of gold 
’ compared to that of silver, be fixed at 15 to one, and the alloy in 
_ each be zy, the weight of the several denominations will be readily 
~ determined. 
_ The price of bullion is immediately determined by the per 
centage that is charged towards the expences of the mint. | 
If the United States determine to adhere to the dollar as their 
money of account, and to simplify accounts by the use of decimals, 
_ there is-nothing to prevent the immediate commencement of a 
coinage of copper. 
Let the copper pieces, of which 100 are to pass for a dollar, 
contain each 131 grains of pure copper, of 44 of them weigh one 
tity In this case our copper coin, when compared with the money 
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NOTES ON COINAGE 1784 


of account, will be 6 per cent. better than that of Great-Britain. 
There will remain a sufficient profit on the coinage. 

Copper of the best quality i in plates, may be purchased in Europe 
at 10d. 4 sterling. In cutting blanks there will be a waste of 22 
per cent. Those clippings are worth 7d. 4 per pound. Thence the 
blanks will cost 11d. 4 nearly; it may be stated at 1s.9d. New-York 
money per pound, exclusive of the expence of cutting them, which 
is not great, as one man can readily cut 100 weight in a day. 

The operation, improperly called milling, by which the sharp 
edges are worn off from the coppers, is not more expensive pt 
cutting the blanks... 

In the process of coining copper, eight artists or labourers may 
be required. ¥, 

One engraver, 1 labourer for the blank press. 

One smith, 5 labourers for the coining press. a5 

By those people 100 weight of copper may — be ae ae 
every day, or the value of 44 dollars. ee necessary: a 
expences, there may be saved 30 per cent. . > 
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If one member of Congress from Georgia, saether from Nissan! $ 
chusetts, a third from Pennsylvania, snd » fourth from North- _ 
Carolina, were a committee to decide om the geaers! currency of 
America, each would prefer that of his own state. Tf = 
fifth member were added from Sow he (not Oe 
particularly attached to the new adopted! sterling of that 
might wish for an expedient to recencile the litigants. Hi 
therefore seek a currency which theugh different from 
would coincide with all. The present currencies are in the fe 
proportions to each other. ee 

As zk to ci to ;4 to of a dollen; het bean 94 to 

Suppose then we take the following currency. 

1 crown, or 10 dollars, 

1 dollar, or 10 bits, 

1 bit, or 10 pence, 

1 penny, or 10 grs. 

1 gr. (ie.) a quarter of a grein-eifl 

This currency may (by means of ai 
the expence of coining) be so staal 
above mentioned: and then eX #4 

The penny of Georgia will be wee aes 

of Virginia and the four caster sates, 
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166 Journals of Congress 
[Report of committee on public accounts '] 
{Report of Board of Treasury on copper coins *] 


The Commissioners of the Board of Treasury beg leave to Report 
to Congress 

That the Contractor for Copper Coinage having lately made a 
delivery on Account of his Contract of a parcel of Copper Coin; the 
Board have turned their attention to the customs at this time pre- 
vailing in the circulation of Copper in the several States; and find; 
that there are but two States in the Union, where Copper passes at 
so high a rate as the British standard, that is Forty eight Coppers 
weighing one pound averdupois, for two shillings Sterling. 

There are several important reasons for reducing the Nominal 
Value of the Copper Coin, struck under the authority of the United 
States which the Board with great deference beg leave to submit to 
Congress. 

1** The stamping a Nominal Value on a’ piece of Copper far ex- 
ceeding its real worth, operates as a high Premium to such as chuse 
to Counterfeit it at home or import it from abroad. 

2 The present rate at which Copper Coin passes, being much 
below the nominal value of the Faderal Copper, every attempt to 
give it a general Circulation agreeably to the standard would in all 
probability be frustrated. 

3 It being the intention of the Government of Great Britain 
(according to recent information) to call in their present Copper 
Coinage to make way for one of a higher Standard, there can be no 
doubt but large quantities of the old Tower half pence will be ex- 
ported to America to the great injury of the Public at large, as well 
as the Mint. 

That the present nominal value of the Copper Coin exceeds in ry 
prodigious degree its real value, will appear from the following state- 
ment Viz?. 
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Ques. | have often heard or read references to Machin’s Mill in 
connection with our Colonial copper coins. Where and. what was 
Machin’s Mill? J. L., Rochester, N. Y. 

Ans. This was a “Manufactory of Hardware” located near Orange 
Lake, outside Newburgh, N. Y. It was built in 1784 on land owned by 
Capt. Thomas Machin, military engineer during the Revolution, ‘’Hard 
Ware’! was a common British slang term for copper coins particularly 
of halfpenny size. Machin associated himself with Samuel Atlee, 
porter brewer, a naturalized Briton, James F. Atlee, die sinker, David 
Brooks, James Grier, acting treasurer, and James Giles, lawyer. The 
principal product was imitation British halfpence; they. come with 
dates 1747, 1776, 1778, 1787, 1788. These regularly have single 

itlines to crosses in the shield helg by Britannia, instead of double 

itlines found on British productions, All halfpence of the last three 
dates so tar seen are Machin’s Mill products. A number of die vari- 
eties exist, some quite rare. One of the 1776 coins has the same 
obverse. (with spelling CEORCIVS) as is found with the LIBER NATUS 
obverse in a unique muling (1954-55 Std. Cat., p: 41). The reverse 


. of many of the 1787's is the same die regularly found badly worn 


with .a Vermont obverse (Ryder 13). GEORGIVS obverses are also 
found with Vermont and Connecticut reverses and also with a badly 
worn IMMUNE COLUMBIA obverse. All these are reliably attributed 
to Machin‘’s Mill, as ore several Connecticuts {1788-1}-1, 2-D and 
16'-D) and Vermen t ger’ 12.27. 31, and possibly 1g, 28, 
29, 30, 33, 35} Minting operations were carr ‘ 
night; horrenddus noises came from the mill, apparently from certain 






steps in preparing blonk planchets for the press, and the workers wore | 
hideous masks to frighten away: the local children. In June 1787 the. 
Machin‘s Mill establishment made a complicated partnership agree- —- 
ment with the Vermont mint, Atlee hereafter making dies for both, ~ 


treasurérs being exchanged, a common joint stock being set up, etc. 
Possibly half a ton of coppers were coined at Machin‘s Mill in 1789, 
not too much before-or afterwards; the partnership broke up in 1790, 


the Mill closed in’ 1791. A: partial account ‘of this cloak-and-dagger 


coining enterprise is found in Crosby, EARLY COINS OF AMERICA, 
pp. 190-202; other details are in Simms, HISTORY OF SCHOHARIE 


COUNTY. The. original agreements among the Machin‘s Mill partners, — 


and the indenture between them and. the Vermont coiners, are pre- 
served at ANS. Our geod friene Eric Newman is now completing a 
ul ph on, Colonial coppers, which includes o lenathy section oF 
Machin’s Mill. This willbe the definitive publication on the subject, if 
the present state of the manuscript is. any ‘efiterion, and’ we highly 


recommend if to our readers. 
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[Report of committee on public accounts '] 
(Report of Board of Treasury on copper coins *] 
The Commissioners of the Board of Treasury beg leave to Report 


to Congress 

That the Contractor for Copper Coinage having lately made a 
delivery on Account of his Contract of a parcel of Copper Coin; the 
Board have turned their attention to the customs at this time pre- 
vailing in the circulation of Copper in the several States; and find; 
that there are but two States in the Union, where Copper passes at 
so high a rate as the British standard, that is Forty eight Coppers 
weighing one pound averdupois, for two shillings Sterling. 

There are several important reasons for reducing the Nominal 
Value of the Copper Coin, struck under the authority of the United 
States which the Board with great deference beg leave to submit to . 
Congress. 

1% The stamping a Nominal Value on g piece of Copper far ex- 
ceeding its real worth, operates as a high Premium to such as chuse 
to Counterfeit it at home or import it from abroad. 

2™ The present rate at which Copper Coin passes, being much 
below the nominal value of the Foderal Copper, every attempt to 
give it a general Circulation agreeably to the standard would in all 
probability be frustrated. 

3 It being the intention of the Government of Great Britain 
(according to recent information) to call in their present Copper 
Coinage to make way for one of a higher Standard, there can be no 
doubt but large quantities of the old Tower half pence will be ex+ 
ported to America to the great injury of the Public at large, as well 
as the Mint. 

That the present nominal value of the Copper Coin exceeds in a 

prodigious degree its real value, will appear from the following state- 
ment Viz!, jf 

1 Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 26, pp. 669-670, in the. writing of 
Mr. Nathan Dane. Read May 21, and passed May 22, 1788. The text 
of the report, with verbal changes to make it an adopted resolve, is entered 
verbatim in the Journal on this latter date. See May 19, 1788. 

2 Papers of the Continental Congress, No. 139, pp. 673-682, read May 21, 1788. 
The covering letter of the Board, also read, is in Papers of the Continental Congress 
No. 140, I, p. 507. See June 6 and July 16, 1788. 
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é. 94 Ib. of Copper Coin of the present standard is 
» ° * » equal-to British Sterling---------.--------- 0. 4. 6 


‘24 Ib. Ditto struck agreeably to the Proposals of 


Mess‘ Brigden and Waller of London delivered 
on board Ships in the River Thames at 14% 


Fd sade : ES ee ee eee 0. 2 8% 
d for Freight, Insurance and Contingent == 


0 ES» Caer os an te er one ae 


- Difference ence betwixt the value at which it may be 
_ furnished; and the present standard is___- -- 6.2, 7% 


0. 4. 6 


This is upwards of 55 perCent beyond the Cost and Charges of 
importing it; but if this was done by the Manufacturer (who in all 
probability would not gain less than 20 PerCent) this added to the 
difference betwixt the real and Nominal Value, would operate as a 


premium of 75 PerCent in favor of those who should Import or 


_ Counterfeit the present Coinage; to guard against the effects of such 


a temptation, no Laws of the State Governments, or thet of the Union, 
would in the opinion of this Board, be found adequate. Previous to 
the conclusion of the Contract with M! Jarvis, the Resrd was informed 


- by the Contractor, that he had suggyete’ t She Committee the 


aaa .—: 
dal nae 
De 


propriety of adding to the weight of G+ <pper the Premium of 
Fifteen perOent, whieh was te be allewsd w te United States; but 
that this proposition was not at that time judged ehgible. 

. tbove indece’, ai the romerke we may have occasion 
to make im tht eottmses? oe Bepert will, we presume, induce the 
United States i Conqress & <omeiter it in a different point of view; 
and under this tupreetee. «e Seg leave to suggest, 

_ That the Fadera! eae “eatl contain Three Pounds Averdupois 







-_ of Copper, instead f “ee Meands and One Quarter as was first 


- intended. 
That this should be divieie:t ‘et ome hundred 
ete IE ia ok. Sonn oe - == Grs. 209°%o0° Troy W! 
The present Copper might “se pess for % 
of a Cent being in Wet Seas => 1574%oo 
A smaller Coin struck for § (wmt...-- ---- 104°%o9 
And a new Coin struck for the Cente weighing as above proposed. 
138240°—vot, xxxtv—37——12 
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It may at first view be supposed that the United States will actually 
sustain a loss by this alteration of the Standard; This is founded on 
a supposition, that the present Coin would be Circulated at the Value 
annexed to it, by the present Ordinance. But we have no doubt 
experience would prove, That if the Standard is not altered, the 
customs prevailing in the several States in the receipt of Foreign 
Copper Coin would determine the current Value in the market of the 
present coinage; in which case the proceeds of the Contract of Mt 
Jarvis would be as follows Viz' 


345 Tons of Copper Coin, at three Pounds 

Avoirdupois for one Foederal Dollar 

woud bE ors ae eed ee Doll* 230, 000. 
345 Tons of Copper Coin passing at 20 of 

the present pieces for an eighth part of a 


Feederal Dollar would be_._._....-..- 207, 000. 
So that the difference in favor of the public 
would be____.-- DEE pay aT sae Bed 23, 000. 230, 000. 


To impress upon Congress more strongly the necessity altering the 
present Standard of the Copper Coin, the Board beg leave to lay 
before them, a copper piece struck on the principles of a Promissory 
Note of hand, and issued by the Anglesey Copper company, for 
labour, and Articles supplied to their works, as a penny Sterling. 
This piece will be found to weigh Eighteen penny w* and sixteen 
grains Troy weight, which at least 33% per cent more than two of 
the British Tower ence. — 
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than one Foederal Dollar for Three pounds Avoirdupois Weight of 
such Copper Coin; 

‘And be it further Ordained. That the Cents composing the 
Feederal Dollar, shall be represented by a Copper Coin, containing 


_. Two hundred and Nine grains and 98/100 of a grain Troy weight of 


pure Copper; that the Copper Coin struck in pursuance of the Act 
of Congress of the 8‘ of August 1786, shall pass for three quarters of 
a Cent, and that a smaller Coin be struck to represent one moiety 
of a Cent. 

And be it further Ordained that such parts of the Acts’ of Congress 
of the 8° August and 16** October 1786, as relate to the Standard of 


Copper Coin, be and the same are hereby repealed, and made void. 





All which is humbly Submitted. 
SamveE.L Oscoop 
Mie ais 1788. Watter Livineston 
ArtTaur Len? 


THURSDAY, MAY 22, 1788. 


: ee assembled present as yesterday and from Rhode- 
island M' [Peleg] Arnold. 
The committee consisting of M [N athan] Dane M' Hugh} 
Williamson M* [William] Irvine M* [Alexander] Hamilton 
and M* [John] Brown to whom was referred a motion® of 























the a bavphek pourd S ae ‘ as ae 7 


AD TAL WRU ADE ye a 


So 


tatelateey) 2x 
# tit 9. wrt ne ED te 
FERGIE ogee J ost and Tibles antl "rhe Bomimcem 
We : 7 he Varene Curriencice J Che lH Bar FY is / . 


se 44 71 

Bates a ‘Vb s/2 

Parenaglransin that ny / PG nls 

Ot galeries at oe 7) 

Mn arf Wore Aaa Ve By KA 

SOuK Grebe WSL 1V8 

ee 78) 

er ie 78 / 
A expaiae biiefpenery: coteseh, Ee ee 
apt (62 Hy th, S a Aheillan. j ouput re OF , OIE 


Bm ala. 5 gt alprot, F ot S ORE 
ee Z 


ee Oo 


“hd 
teat ee = ee ee ee a ee 


| i Poitern Color Quantity 


fv 


Spee = SYe = (OG Aap 
I s8hdal 17 baby p 








yp Sha) Kethe, SJB 7 20 


Ant kapoler 
Sf; | | | 
NY hogs $i G ¢ rk +% Sak thm 
: Jie Wang ake © Proll Annake 


e 6 ew apelin Lee bpm 
a LO heat forcl—_9 pf hare wet rteoned G Ia, 


! Ah Waonf ut \ 
(thin eassedl fn Ty qeee pers) as i ; 


Curety e 2G AR1787 Coppers eve at-C Ow 


nee Sa At M oar Wann Contin." 


of 


rs 


_ Rpt 7th 29 
a 7H Y Crna Prom tree me 1788 
ey 
(eas Wie VE Neekin oe ICE 
Grthiled ples OS Cdl” aA Gtel IVE F 


/8 exper po epee = 1 eer 


| Op ay Dae /790 Conn ne © SY Ae 
o Setl Comm cevky Lift 4 24h Ese Ot paend 
| ; , / / 


M ty 179/ Corin Heat tt, 





e 
ee “ten 
er Pa Ae 

ONY: ed fp e787 


MY. 
Ry ac oe eee 


Ghee LAO G 
NH Ath, | 
) f TED i sagh hd + iets | 
eae 






N\uatiem ”) Ch Kew Nnh_ 


Due 
) Domnall Van \03 


worbeny 1B8S~ 18242 * cee 


Fink. 4 | sare 

Van tegVorrhae « BABS R 

wrtery 1986 NS 
\vee/ 


. Vitus ee % Soha aa 
Wee NTG RD 
NB, Asaogen LVS Mea 1142 
wedi 11R6s 120f 
MAA Aan Yas hurkd bb 


Era etes) 





ree. oe 


se ee fac complain 


fy ala dated 776 Gale 


sae 






. Brees 





(ne Fale a i i wes s2? oe acta 


Caen 4 


clapae 5 Pores 










nay, 
i 


gis" 


3 Mo B. a 
Tey, a Boi) rope Zs Maa oF 53 


! Mik Fa di Popes fe fT, 
merraety 7 i i A Pgh op Pf pore 4 ig 


aie J i 
tne aoe Lait | 


the eynantan ma Bev traed oe ae ae 


Pay ae f Athen ' 
havked viper a2 taunlirferliy and tae OCT, 
O46" pire Aamt tha fay thtinn Aberiatd ther arglalgr 





rst. LOUIS, MO. pha ae 
Pee : mu sttaee, [NDE #7 h1B (Jae 
: porn Comb pty shoes se ee 
. [bawe’s Ne ” AITO: aaah eg 
? ae ae ae, ‘: i) giHee Ue 
al i 


i ce et de DR. SAMUEL E. NEWMAN 
| 


LF es 





WA beyytruree- 170 | 0588 
The minting, po trwdahorn pote 1787 
mi HS at Alp Sn tak Ait perce a 
Gerrevete i IA eee 


4 
fda a 
| uy 
2 ae 





: Sof . oF ate 





mae of. de ptt | Z/ Napa : : r | 
thee : ~hendt” 4 Go ae 
oa POA Reh i elbeedle opined - eee & 


(math d cog qen) re 


F ney $ 
os e Sh Sy smP H < 
Soe: 5 5B * 

n i: WA a apa 


* got OaMHOU SB 
EXAAEE SVIAO 1808 


~ 


AAT | hh is be ) RL a Bay ed f { aS aa "4 5 
Tibor B che AS METRE Bi uch Garcon Bris sito ieapniewt OF gant 94 Ahoy: 


x. wee tg fs 












gr pe 


a) 











oo 
ee if” #é 


pos 
— 





VE MON FEMS) Lee: Putas ii tle 7 
VERMON APOsTok| 





cE esas Cores ent ends WP 5c SAITSOLEETE ASEM TETAS CSM NEE TPN EC EAE OE NR PME - 
| Pa oa 


Hie wr no Gm echy 
Veormml #1 Ae 


“therein tones, 
a eee ¢ gai Nac Pan oe eee 


Tix rhe “ae Py hy og nobhéate, a Wer “2 Cheo-ea ay 
CONNEG NOE ET KItBon fe 
AveToRi vo) ! ie agen ea sy 


VIERMoNTENS IUM RES FU 


ee = peor CEoectvs “Wf KEX Aettpel G aah 

OS Me a een in eegentwcls) 

ie proms thas IVb wnidaln de RG | gl 

= 4 Aeon rrahe whe. Lela oA 
PE ine ia lye @ 














eee enna | 
Suck We Wie, de dinbe pra invlaten, 
un the SPulhs = uasdyfer, bate. 
(Commecticnt Aad, hs 3 rinse | 
Wik a eat U ve Clear thet rtebcatttelles bomb 


| a7. 
be TS PITS ns Vermont ‘Seay tie” Mule eee rnere ull 
es hao, peragrrsl tale oA hte Aud ackrns M lly Ceeawat 
2 Srtcxcet fre 2h Comet ld opine t. pe 
ae tenth ceha Leg tomate bahar 





ere Ye’ 
95 Lgl? 





ens ya 
nil eheg i fee, 
ee 


See 
Sahn head, bet 10,1737 








Pe eee ei 
f ; : neo) Pie % 
: ap oS Ta © 
' f) F é. ¥ ‘ 4 . ? ) x Bae 
q » 4 Z Ua Pg ’ e5 > ge a iy . 3 ; 
init raed Pe y 
: 7 ’ p2 





6 aon Cone Varnes 20,1065 


a? ii! ame i: 


/703 Te cacy Pai bce _ PSA Bee | 


iy agers pega 


Hale Ocbrlin, 10,1720 


oe Al tute bd 
wien Abner DE, O pak ee KLe2- aE : > 
age a a CAE he. é 


a 
aden Lagppint aaa 


Aken Cee: coma Ag hz pobtc @ argghd- helt: 
VALVE ME AS You PAEASE 
1 AM Good COPPER " 
1) GUTETC wAx THROUG 


+HE WHEEL GOES eooND 
he gortnn Hb Nek Nek Carsbma wun l7S¢ fe 
ith Corabna eae BT eR ne hemornenaten 

G/ cogpin BA“G te merigh ane peend. dicate, 








